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Unrivalled Series (Mark 14:12-26)
The first day of the festival has arrived, and at this point, Jesus the lamb of God is still very much alive. 
As you read all four Gospel accounts, you see that this evening that Jesus longed for was not going to be the calm, reflective evening that we sometimes imagine.
However, we see how the disciples are faced with the fact that amongst them is one who will shortly betray Jesus. Then shortly after, we see tensions that begin to boil over in Luke 22:23, where they begin to move on from the betrayer to who is the greatest among them. 
Where Jesus responds by reminding them that the route to greatness is through serving and that he was among them (an example) of one who serves.
We see how Jesus tells his disciples that his blood would be shed as it is spoken of by prophets of old… and His body would be broken, and His blood would be shed. Bringing forgiveness and healing to broken, sinful people.
But our main focus today is the words in Mark's Gospel. What we see in front of us.
The disciples have now been instructed to prepare for their Passover meal together. 
Jesus gives them specific instructions…
“On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?”
So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.”
Do you remember the last time he sent two disciples ahead to collect something?
Mark 11:2-3 “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.’”
Kernaghan in his IVP New Testament Commentary, talks of two improbable events. “The instructions on finding the colt in Mark 11:2-7 and now finding a man carrying a jar of water, who would know what to do and take them to an unfurnished room.”
It is amazing thing and yet maybe not the most amazing thing in the text that we are reading. 
Whether Jesus had foreseen and the individuals were prompted by the Spirit to fulfil Jesus’s requirements when the disciples met them, or whether Jesus had reached out to a friend beforehand, who was able to help, ahead of time. It is not so important in the telling of this story.
Tom Wright shares this perspective: “and now come into Jerusalem with the unsuspecting disciples as they follow one of Jesus's unnamed, secret friends in the city to an unidentified location. Jesus knows the end couldn’t be far off, but is determined that this Passover meal will be uninterrupted. This meal will say what he most wants to say to His followers.” Tom Wright Mark for everyone pp193
The important thing here, is not whether this was pre-organised by Jesus or pre-ordained, It is about where is this is all leading…
Jesus is longing to have this meal with the twelve. He wants to make it clear to them that everything that they have experienced together over the past two or three years is coming to its completion in the next few hours. 
“And he says to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of God.” Luke 22:15-16
Things are starting to move very fast from now on in…
Everything is beginning to accelerate.
Yet at this point, the disciples are still struggling to understand what is going to happen to Jesus and to themselves.
As we have previously seen in Mark's Gospel at least 3 times, Jesus has told them both indirectly and directly that he will have to die…
“He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.” Mark 8:31
“The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise.” Mark 9:31
“We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” Mark 10:33-34
This is such an important meal together, a meal, a last meal together, where Jesus, the ultimate Passover Lamb that this very Passover festival points to, is going to be at the centre of, explaining simply what is going to happen in the next few hours… 
And Jesus is going to explain the new covenant in his blood that supersedes the old covenant as prophesied by Jeremiah in 31:33-34, is now upon them, Where God promises: 
“To put my laws in their minds and write it in their hearts, I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
But before we arrive at this point, there is a massive disclosure; All would have been almost as normal, as if it could, if it were not for the circumstances between the disciples and Jesus as they sat down together and started to eat. 
Something that they would have done many times. Until the moment that Jesus began to speak as recorded by Mark, Matthew, Luke and John.
From that moment on, the atmosphere shifts dramatically.
Jesus starts by saying. “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me – one who is eating with me.”
Matthew makes it clearer, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.” Matt 26:23
Luke quotes Jesus as saying. “But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.” Luke 22:21-23
One by one, Mark says they ask, deeply saddened, “Surely you don’t mean me?” Mark 14:19
In Mark 14:22, after this bomb has dropped among them, I am sure things have become very sober as they looked at one another, wondering who could do such a thing and yet knowing that Jesus always told the truth…
The reality is that there is a thin line…between betrayal, denial and abandonment. And all of these things will be played out by those who are sitting at the table with Jesus in just a very few hours.
Judas, his part in all this had been written long ago is about to step out on his deeply regrettable stage…
Jesus said: “The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him.”
Isaiah 53:7, 700 years or so before Jesus, says that “he was led like a lamb to the slaughter.”
Isaiah goes on to describe how he would go… 
Justice miscarried, and he was led off—and did anyone really know what was happening? He died without a thought for his own welfare, beaten bloody for the sins of my people.  Isaiah 53:8 The Message
One commentator said that if the verses of Mark 14:1-11 are about “preparation” for Jesus’ death, then the verses Mark 14:12-26 are about “picturing it.”
That is what Jesus is doing, using the simple, everyday stuff of life, bread and wine, to picture what is going to happen to him. In a way that would be remembered and acted out, for generations as they tell and retell the story every time they break bread. 
“This Passover-meal-with-a-difference is going to explain, more deeply than words could ever do, and more than explaining it, it will enable Jesus’ followers, from that day to this, to make it their own, to draw life and strength from it. If we want to understand and be nourished by what happened at Calvary, this meal is the place to start.” Tom Wright pp194 Mark for Everyone
Now, Jesus begins to describe using the bread and wine the significance of what will happen in the next few hours.
Something that will be passed down from generation to generation at the retelling of the story of Christ’s sinless life, His death, resurrection and ultimate triumph as he is raised from the dead and as the believers look forward to the hope of His return.
I think there are a couple of things I would like to draw our attention to from v22.
Whatever breaking of bread, communion, mass, eucharist has become.
We cannot get away from the simplicity of this first celebration of the new covenant.
That it was done in community, and that it was done during a meal. The early church followed this model: every believer would take part, even in their own homes, or even in the marketplace, not a priestly vestment in sight…Jesus himself, the unseen guest and high priest.
When Jesus spoke of the destruction of the temple, He was pointing to a shift, for some, cataclysmic…
An end to the priesthood and constant continual sacrifice, an end to a Holy building where the presence of God dwelt.
To the beginning of the kingdom of God, temples of flesh, where God's presence dwells within every believer.
Not because of anything that was accomplished by them, but by what was accomplished by Jesus at the cross.
Where Jesus becomes our high priest.
Where his broken body and shed blood become all that is needed for wholeness and forgiveness. 
And so much more.
The Hymn writer Lewis E Jones wrote these words in 1899
He asks the questions…
Would you be free from the power of sin?
Would you o’er evil a victory win?
Would you be free from your passion and pride?
Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow?
Would you do service for Jesus, your King?
And the refrain is: “There is power, power, wonder-working power in the blood of the lamb, there is power, power, wonder-working power in the precious blood of the lamb.”
How did something that was born in such simplicity become a battleground for believers?
How did we complicate things so much?
The apostle Paul, I think, gives us an insight into how this simple act of remembrance was practised by the early church. And messed up… and courageously corrected.
1 Corinthians 11:17-26 we know it so well…
“In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God’s approval. So then, when you come together, it is not the Lord’s Supper you eat, for when you are eating, some of you go ahead with your own private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. Don’t you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this matter!
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”
I would encourage you to read the passage again from 1 Cor 11:17-34 in your own time.
The last verse of today’s text v26 demonstrates one of the valued ‘togethering’ texts of the New Testament.
After what can only be described as a charged and emotional gathering.
It says they sang a hymn.
They poured out in sung words, possibly a Psalm, their hearts to God the Father, who had revealed Himself to each one of them, even the betrayer, through His Son Jesus.
Whilst this unity they shared together, in song might appear to be short-lived, after everything, apart from the betrayer, they would reunite and sing together again.
Singing together is not made more important by our talents or musical excellence.
It is important because of His presence.
Our singing does not invoke his presence but is inspired by his presence.
It is not even the focus; it is the vehicle that helps us express our heartfelt feelings to God.
All are expressed in the Psalms. From joy to lament..
From You have done it all, to “How long, Lord?”
This song on this day was the last that they would sing with Jesus for now.














Quote 2 “The words of Jesus, rather than the liturgy of the Passover, give the evening substance. Jesus did not come to Jerusalem to celebrate a feast. He came to die, and everything he said during the meal points to his death.” Kernaghan Mark IVP NTCS pp 284
Quote 4 “This Passover-meal-with-a-difference is going to explain, more deeply than words could ever do, and more than explaining it, it will enable Jesus’ followers, from that day to this, to make it their own, to draw life and strength from it. If we want to understand and be nourished by what happened at Calvary, this meal is the place to start.” Tom Wright pp194 Mark for Everyone 
